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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR: 


Dear Members: 


I want to thank those of you who sent in material, 
unsolicited, for this issue of the Bulletin. 


Unfortunately, I have not had time this summer to 
contact all of your libraries, but I know that all kinds of 
interesting and exciting things have been happening in the 
libraries of the four Atlantic Provinces. 


Please don't keep these events a secret. Other 
members want to hear about your new.-library building, staff 
changes and library progress. If you don't have time to 
write an article, send copies of newspaper clippings and 
annual reports. 


Stop right now, make a note of any news which should 
go in the next Bulletin, then send it off as soon as possible. 
Deadline is November 15! 


APLA SCHOLARSHIP WINNER -~--~--~ 


The APLA Scholarship for 1961-62 has been awarded to 
Miss Alexandra Wawrzyszko, M, A., University of Warsaw, who is — 
studying at the University of Toronto Library School. © 


} : Miss Wawrzyszko came to Canada in 1957 and spent a 

year at Mt. St. Vincent College, N. S., studying the English 
language. During the following year, she assisted in the College 
library, then moved to Windsor, Ontario, where she worked as a 
medical secretary. Last year she returned to Mt. St. Vincent 
Library as circulation assistant. She is particularly 
interested in university and special libraries. 
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NOVA SCOTIA TECHNICAL COLLEGE LIBRARY 





Barbara Murray, Librarian 


If Yuri Gagarin had been able to accept the invitation 
of the Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia in August, there is 
no doubt but that a group of Nova Scotta Technical College 
students would have gathered at the tall windows in their new 
library for a sight of the space hero. This new library, 
occupied since June, 1961, is opposite Government House and 
takes in the top floor of the new, modern Administration 
Building. 


The Library, on the Barringtom Street side, looks out 
upon Halifax Harbour, which has brought commercial wealth to 
the city, the impressive spires of St. Mary's Basilica and St. 
Matthew's Church, and the oldest Protestant Cemetery in Canada 

- St. Paul's. Perhaps John Cooke, Halifax artist, considered 
this view when he painted a small panel in oils for the new 
library. He was asked to represent the invention of printing. 
The photograph of this panel om the cover of this APLA Bulletin 
fails to convey the glorious colour which makes the painting 
so charming. Incidentally, it closes off a peep-hole into the 
librarians’ working area. 


It was on December 15, 1960, that Donald A. Redmond made 
his final report as librarian of the N. S. Technical College 
before assuming his new appointment as Science Librarian at the 
University of Kansas. Mr. Redmond had dme outstanding work in 


Halifax and at the N. S. Technical College, where he was librarian 
from September, 1949, and had built up the finest technical library 


in the Atlantic Provinces for fourth and fifth year engineering 


students, post-graduate engineers and research workers. Mr. Redmond 
also initiated a course in technical literature which is now being 
continued by Mrs. H. S. Heaps, the former Doreen Alley, M. A., English, 


U. B. C. 


Now with an enrolment of 300 students and classes in chemical, 
civil, electrical, mechanical, mining and metallurgical engineering, 
the N. S. Technical College proposes to embrace a new faculty = a 
School of Architecture. The Director is Douglas Shadbolt, B. Arch., 
formerly Assistant Professor of the School of Architecture » McGill 
University. 
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It is an exciting period in the history of the N. S. Technical 
College, a time for the library staff to heed the Biblical angeneston 
in Isaiah 54:2: “Lengthen your cords and strengthen your stakes." 

Now for the first time the Library has a stack area close by - a 
stack area for little used but valuable material. Off the spacious 
reading room is an open shelf area for holdings which will eventually 
reach 50,000 books. On top of these is the mezzanine which holds 

the extensive bound periodicals. In the south west corner is the 
abstract bar with many attractive tables and comfortable chairs. 
Truly this is a place where future engineers and architects will 


enjoy studying. 


The following note was left for Miss Ruth McDormand, 
Supervisor of Branch Libraries, Cape Breton, by Mrs. G. A. 
Rogers, custodian of the North Sydney Branch Library: 


If my filin' 

has ya bilin' 

Sing this to the sound 

O* the "Squid Jiggin' Ground", 





O' this is the place where 
The catalogue cards gather, 
All neatly typed out, 

They're a jye to behold! 
There's gallons of Allens, 
And bushels of Buffetts, 

And miles’ of Montgomeries 
Waiting around. 

02 Here's ome by Grim, it's a 398er, 
And a six forty~something 

On how to cook 'taters. | 

How they got in here, 

Is anyone's guess, 

But they sure make my filin':- 
aH... of a mess! 





By Rogers (with apologies to 
Hammerstein! ) 












22ND ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
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The Atlantic Provinces Library Association held its 
22nd Annual Conference at St.. Andrewa-by-the-Sea, N. B., on 
Sunday afternoon, Jume 18, 1961, at 2:00 p.m. There were 
about 0 members present. 


Mr. Laurie Allison, president, welcomed the delegates 
and presented his report for the year. He said that during 
the year the APLA had not been involved in any project as a 
group and that it was the only Association which had not 
submitted a report to the CLA Inquiry on Library Service in 
Canada. He did mention that many of the reports of sections 
would contain information relative to library work in the 
Atlantic Provinces. The fact that this Association had not 
submitted a report, Mr. Allison explained, was due to a 
breakdown in commmications at the executive level. Once 
the need for action was realized, it was too late in the 
spring to start gathering material for a report that would 
be of value. 


It was moved by Mr. Wilkinson, seconded by Miss Ruth 
McDormand, that the APLA report to the CLA Library Inquiry 
as soon as possible so that its report might be included in 
the final compilation. After considerable discussion, the 
motion was carried. 


The Treasurer's Report showed a balance of $1019.26 
in the Scholarship Fund, and $286.89 in the General Fund. 


Miss Shirley Elliott reported on the Atlantic 
Provinces Checklist. She asked that members have their 
entries for the Checklist in by the end of January. Miss 
Elliott said that APEC wished to continue with the Checklist 
and asked for the views of the Association about continuing 
it. In response, several members spoke of their experiences , 
of the value of the Checklist. Miss Letts pointed out the 
great amount of work put on the Checklist by Miss Ellictt - 
and said that if it is to be continued, the full cooperation 
of the membership is needed. The most important thing is 
to get the entries in om time and in the correct form. fhe 
consensus of opinion was that there was no doubt about the 
value of the Checklist and that it should be comtinued. 


The President introduced Dr. George Brom, Editor-in- | 2 
chief of the Dictionary of Canadian Biography now in prepara- a 
tion. Dr. Brom outlined the general plan of the Dictionary ay 
and reported on the methods of obtaining and preparing the\entries. i 


-80- 








“ f 
j 
j 





-T9- 


“OI gny OY} UT FIOM 

\AIBIQTL UT ySsetequyT JO eseetoUT Ue UT }[NSe@I P[TNOM SeFIeBIQT[ Toouos 

JO YQMOIS OY B42 YTOJ A0RTNCD SST °*x40m ATeIQTT 0% seqenpes 

AGTBACATUN 30981332 034 YZnoUS YsTY YOU ele Bere Sty UT SeT.eTes 

wTuTdo Sty UE 4BY% PTS UWOSUPILIM “Wl “UBTIeIQy, e Supmooeq 

JO soeZequeape eyy uo Auepeoy LoupAc fo sseTo ZuTqenpes3 ey4 04 

ueyods pey ‘AreiqP] [wuoTZey uojeig edep ey} Jo seqsniqy ‘usuUeToW 

CUPLBYpsY SST PSY} PSUOT YUSW PUBULIOGOW ssl °epnzyzze UMNO Jey 10 

Sty Ysn01y, eTQTSSOd Se eat }08144e Se Jeedde uoTSssejoid oy4 exeu 

0% UBpIetgT, Ateae jo Aqnp ey} ST YT 7844 pessetjs SEM YT = “Wsyy 

qUBM OYA eS04} JOS OTQeT Teas Ole SYeTseeT Fey. yo pequtod sea 47 

*queqxe Jez8er3 & 04 peztoTTqnd eq prnoys yom Jo edfy eyy yeyy ‘got 
oy} JO Suppueysiepun oeitow Joy pes @ ST s1eY} 3UYY FLOJ SBM YT 


*epeue) 
sso.ioe ao ST 3Nq seouTAo. OTAUBTIY oy} 0% ABT TMOed 40U ST 
sdtysiepoyos 10j syueotidde Jo esez1oys ey, yey. yBy 94} peztTseydue 
6330] SST “OWT, eNp UT ewOo pTNom suoTyeoTTdde pues pesnowe aq 
PTNOM 4SS1eqUT 3644 MOTA O44 Pessaidxe YOTULIONW “sayy *sSeouepTset 
UT squepnys AYTS1eATUM eUlOSs puUe USWIOM JO suBeg ‘sUBT.eIqTLT 03 USES 
ueeq psy Asyy 3844 peTTdet [T[eqdwep ssy_ °aeek Sty yO YUes atom 
dFysSleloyog ey} yoge seodT{ZoU JeyZeyM peyse uUsTIND ss—H “*dTeY 
qOU PTNOM 4T 3eyy SBM BuTLeey [eteues oy} pue pessnosTp Sea STU], 
*dtey prnom ‘dyysaepoyos ey} Jo yUMoWe 943 pUNsJerI 03 4O seoUTAdIZ 
OSE oy JO ew ut sazecf omy Y10mM 04 QuBoTTdde Tigysseoons 
ey3 Bupaipnber °3 °e *‘suoTyTpuod pues SUuOTZOTI4sSe1 [TTB JO TRaowe7 
JIOU3RCUM PO.TEPUOM 103309 Jeyuyeg °AQTSteaTUn eTpeoy ye cumelZ0id oyy 
Suopqepoossy Areiqy] xestTey eyy Jo cumertzoid yuowzNIOSYy eY4 °3 °e 
{peuotjUeM Sem SpoyjeM yUesely “°SyUEpNys YYTM FTSZ OF SOTA TSteaTzUy 
ou} 04 OF pTnoys uoTyeToOossy ey WOIs eaTyequeseider ew sdeyted 4ey4 
peqsesans Sem iT “PeSSNOSTP 210M SPOYYou BuTyNI0el yuesedy 





*syuel uno 04 uosted 

queT[eoxe ue peppe sey dfysiteloyos [9-096T amo yey Tees Agu om os 

‘zeek yet [Tooyos LIBIQTT TLTDW 944 3e Squepnys doq eYyy Jo suo Sem 

supsaty seq “seed qyxou AreigT] [epoupaody °S °N OY} 98 9Q TTTA OUM 
Ssut33TH euyteg ssqy ‘itouutTm s,z1eef ysetT Jo eyods 8440] Sst 


*squepnys 7oelzze OF 

BuyTtes ote om AYm poyse pue dtystepoyos eyy Jo Arloysyy eyy peUtT 

-qno [Teqdwep sSqy °F JO esequeApE oyey 0% BuTYsSTA SeyepTpuEO 

mej OS pumoy eaBy pue dtyszeToyos e soy Asuow oYyR eSTeI 04 eTQe 

ueeq SAGY OM YEU OPUOTT ST FT “peeu oFysequey Sy JO MSTA UT 
squeotidde jo £yToO1e0Ss ey. je pesseidxe SBM UIEDUOD 4BeID 


*queseid oy} JOJ plese ue Jo yUueweoUNOUUe ey 

PTOUUZTA UOTQBTOOSsSy OY} yey} peysesZnus oy °0044TUMIOD SprieMy oY} 

4q you ynq pieog meTAteyUy xestTey ey. Aq peaoddde pues pemetatequt 

ueeq pel eyeptpued STYUL °Z9-T96T 20s dyysazepoyos Wigy 94} 10; 
queottdde euo ATuo useq pey e1ey} Jey} peytoder quepysely Sul 








a ie 
5 
-Z9- 


i "Sup ecw GAT Qnoexy 
TUBA SY} Pe UNOQEQQ0TIBYD UT Zuyyeeu e ZOy SuBTd souMOUTE 03 
- 8TQB eq 0% pedoy UsTIND SST 4yNQ 766 UeEeQ PEY SOURTOTIOD 296T 
ey} 4oy sowTd pue GUE, aqTUTTep ON, “UOTZOe JO SUTT ems sn 
eat2 2u3;u YOON BupAOTTOT oy} Bupmp\preey oq 03 Sztoder oy} 
qeq3 pue Arpnbuy Arezqpy °y °1 °O 943 tos*ytoder w soz ueTd 
qsUM WOTPBTOOSSy O4y 4BY} PezEyS SYS “AUTNOTyIed up wTZer 
umo Ino UT puv [eleues UT SeT.BIQTL JO quemeactduy ey} Z0Oy 
I0Y}9304 OM 02 ONUTYWOO P[NOAM UOTYBTOOssy GYR JO Slequeu oy} 
2412 pEes eysg *1ey Uo palteywo mmouDY 8y4 Jo UOTZETOeIdKds 
_ dey pesseidxe oya ‘uetTIng Aqqo10g Ssqy ‘quepysery Bupmoo 
“UF OY} 0% IFeYo sy} Jaa peumMy USyZ UOSTTLY °Wy 


°s “nm Sfeg eovtp ‘Aremqyp] feg one 
‘uspaeiqT] ‘Aqyeuteqy Teqesy ssty. 3 Bell=°9eS 


e,mor *35 “pusT 
spunogaey Jo 47s1eayu) TeTlow 


*um048390TIByD ‘eBeTTOD SoTey Jo soup 
SustaieaqTpy ‘sousuog Arey sstqy 3°T “GT “gq dOy “SOtq-OOTA 


*yoTMeuntg Aol 
‘yor 49 ‘AreIQTI OFTang eety uyor 4S 
SusTtemgT] ‘tediey ueetog Ss&qy 3°¢ °N AOS “PB Olg=O0TA 





"Ss °N ‘ oTeputy Senay |i. TewTZey Aqunop 





"a °N Sertraxoes ‘£47S2eaTuN wos . : 
WW ‘UBTIBIqT] “WOSTTLy eFaney °ay ROPERS TET Z 


°UN0303930TIBYD “SefteIqP] puelsy pleapq 
eoupag ‘uBtreIQp] ‘ueT—nD Ayzo10g seq 8 4uepTsety 





ssrequeu ey, 44 peqoete “[snompuseun Sea SEOTITO Jo 
OBIS BUTMOTIOS ey, “JT ese pus WeID eUOW SST SUOMMED OG °aj 
FO peysTSuoo YOTYM 9037 7mMOH Jey Jo qtoder 949 pequese.id 

e077 ;mmM0D ZupyeupMON C4 JO UBITEYD ‘USIETOm POIPTTN °Say 


‘uoTssezjoid ey Ut ysoelequy Bupsnore Joy suetd . 
GMANJ UO PUB Z=TH6T AOZ dyystepoyos ey4 JO Supprene oy} uo 
SpTIep OF @ATyNoGxS BupMoOoUT oY} OF FET SUM aI. *oIQETso ysTY 
B JO eq yen pequeseid [eT1eqeu oy, 3849 WNqQ SUOTSTASTO puT . 
OfFpet Wo spesu ft se ~_s yonm SB easy prTnoo WTepoossy euz 
3BU} PTSS 84907 sot QUOD SNOFIBA 09 SIONOTAIOQUT pues 
en 4843 pees * [BUC Tey {Usy-puUs[10NzsSeM-z.100 Ty 
943 JO 904sn1y ‘eouTTeM *ay “UoTSsezOUd ey, eZTOTTANd 04 
emmelZ0id SUOTZeTOI OFTqnd w toy Asuow eyy esn pue aeef STY3 
CTYSIBLOYOS Sf, PTOUYITA OA Vey, pe WesTIns oieTD es Ty 











BOOKMOBILE SERVICE FOR WESTMORLAND COUNTY 


Jane Oland, Branch Supervisor 


In the Fall of 1960, rural bookmobile service was begun in 
Westmorland County, New Brumswick. The area is bilingual, the new 
bookmobile carries equal quantities of French and Mnglish books, 


\ poth adult and juvenile, and for librarians it was virgin 





territory. Ms 


Locating the stops was an exciting venture. Miss Gardiner 
had provided a government map, two miles to the inch, on which 

she had marked all the stops and, where necessary, had indicated 
the colour of a school building. Here and there on the map she had 
also written the prevailing road conditions varying from "paved" 
to "impassable", "bad hill", etc. Dare one mention that between 
February and the first week in Jume me school had no change of 
books? The road was impassable the whole time, with sr.ow then 
mud, and the local people got around on tractor and horse. Only 
sheer determination got the bookmobile there in June! 


The pupils, particularly the English, seemed to welcome the 
service. Our biggest worry was that we had to ration books, 
especially picture books, calculating from the number of pupils 
in each school during the previous year how many books we were 
likely to need in a week, in a day, and at a particular school. 
However, this situation gradually improved as more books were 
added to the collection and, of course, as books began to come 
in again. 


We noticed that all the children, especially the French, at 
first sought books below their expected reading level. For this 
reason, we insisted that the different grades visit the bookmobile 
in order. Some easy books for grades one to four were kept on a 
separate shelf as these were selected by the teachers of the 
different rooms. 


Of the 101 stops, 49 were at English schools, 6 were "adult" 
stops, and the rest were at French schools. Of the last group, a 
good two dozen proved to be bilingual and at these stops the book- 
mobile was apt to look like a three-ring circus with one teacher 
wanting a French edition of "Bridge on the River Kwai", another 
wanting a mystery in English, another wanting pictures of South 
America and still another wanting something in French on retarded 
children. 
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Throughout the year we had to discourage the French 
children from taking English books unless they had their 
teacher's permission. However, we did encourage English 
children to take French books, at least the very simple ones 
that might add variety to their French lessons. The teachers 
encouraged this too, and we could often provide an English 
copy of the French book for the use of the teacher.. 


Adventures were frequent. On one occasion a staff 
member went intocollect a circulation slip from the prin- 
cipal of a large regional school. Not realizing that the 
lock was broken, the principal closed the office door behind 
them, locking them in. As the door could not be wmlocked 
from the inside, the two women were helpless. They tried to 
attract attention but no me came near. After nearly an 
hour had passed the principal, in desperation, rang the 
fire alarm, then flagged a teacher who opened the door. 

Amid much orderly marching, our staff member fled to her 
bookmobile! , 


A freak lock provided that bit of excitement, but 
freak weather provided more. Who would believe that, 
having driven from Moncton to Sackville in glorious sunshine, 
with hardly a cloud in the sky, me would be stranded on 
the Tantramar Marshes. for f hours in a blinding snowstorm | 
Once in it there was no t back for the road was 
effectively blocked by "stuck" vehicles. While waiting their 
turn to be towed out by the mowplow, the bookmobile staff 
fared very well = a propane heater, books, packed lunches and 
space to move around. For those marooned in cars, a stranded 
bread truck did an excellent business. 


Because Westmorland County is comparatively large, some 
stops being over seventy miles from Moncton, there is great 
variety in the scenery... One can collect driftwood and watch 
the ferries at Cape Tormentine during lunch break. On other 
days, one might be in the midst of a large timber stmd at 
Gallagher Ridge, or rolling farm land at Ammon. A bookmobile 
stop could be in the broad expanse of the Memramcook Valley, 
a fishing village like Cape Spear, a amall tom, or a resort 
area like Point du Chene or Shediac Cape. 


There is also variety in school buildings, with lots 
of one-room schools. In ome school the teacher kept all the 
library books in a special box "so the rats won't get them." 
Other schools were so modern that the bookmobile staff could 
be invited into the teachers’ kitchens to heat their lunches. 


She : 
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- AIBERT-WESTMORLAND-KENT REGIONAL LIBRARY - Miss Jane Oland, who has 
been on ° staff for the past year as Branch Supervisor and co-ordinator 
of the two /bookmobiles, left at the end of June and is now with the 
London F c Library. On July 1, Yves Roberge returned to the staff 
as French Librarian. He had been on the staff prior to his attending 
the Library School at the University of Montreal and was the recipient 
of the st scholarship given by the N. B. Provincial Order of the 

I. 0. D.\E. to a student working towards his B. L. S. On the staff for 
the summer months was Mrs. Leonard LeBlanc, a librarian, and a graduate 
of St. Francis Xavier University and the University of. Michigan. 

Mrs. LeBlanc, who had worked in the library of St. Thomas College 
during the past year, gave valuable assistance in the Reference Room. 
(Information about the new library building in a future Bulletin). 


NOVA SCOTIA = Included in the arts represented in the Children's 
Program at the N. S. Festival of the Arts, Aug. 11-1), 1961, were 
those of reading and story-telling. The Children's Reading Tent 

was sponsored this year by the N. S. Provincial Library with Shirley 
Coulter, Supervisor of School Libraries, in charge. Children and 
interested parents were able to browse through two book displays-— 
Tales for Telling, a collection of folk tales and legends from around 
the world, arid From the Pages of the Past, historical fiction from 
Canada and the U. S. centred around a map of the Land of Evangeline. 
Here children found a cool spot to rest from the more strenuous 
activities of the Festival program and story tellers were on hand 

from 10 a.m. to 6'p.m. to read or tell stories whenever a group of 
children gathered. On Sunday, Aug. 13, Miss Kay Currie, Halifax 
Memorial Library, appeared in Indian costume to tell some legends 

of the Micmacs. The stories were adapted by Kay Hill, Halifax, and 
were part of the CBC Television series "Indian legends". The children, 
about 60 of them, were thrilled to meet "Nawadaha" in person and to 
have her autograph copies of "Micmac Talk" provided by the CBC. 

Copies of CLA book lists and bookmarks were given to interested adults 


(who also enjoyed the storytelling). 


- NOVA SCOTIA - A Province of N. S. Scholarship has been awarded to 
Mrs. Joamne Morris, Dartmouth, who is — at the McGill Library 
School this year. 

















~ COLCHESTER=EAST HANTS REGIONAL LIBRARY - Miss Greta Rose, who 
has been doing children’s library work in Iynn, Mass., has been 
appointed librarian of the above library. Miss Rose is a native 
of New Brunswick, but grew up in Wolfville and was educated 

in Nova Scotia. | 


» HALIFAX ~ Best wishes go to Mr. and Mrs. Herman Nyland who were 
married in July. Mrs. Nyland (the former Mrs. Anne McCormick) 
is chief librarian of the Halifax County Regional Library. 

Mr. Nyland is news editor of the Mail-Star and public relations 
officer for Dalhousie University. 


N. S. PROVINCIAL LIBRARY = This summer two new members joined 
the Cataloguing Department of this library. They are Miss ; 
Bertha Higgins, Middle Musquodoboit, .last year's winner of the 
APIA Scholarship, and Miss Helen Hendry, Windsor, who was 
awarded one of the N. S. Scholarships last year. 


DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY = Mr. Thomas Rees, formerly with the 
Documentation Centre, Western Reserve University, has been 
appointed Medical librarian. Miss Allison Thomsam, formerly 
secretary to the Vice-President of Dalhousie, has been appoin- 
ted head of the Order Department. : 


YARMOUTH, N. S. = A new library building, donated by Mrs. 
Ralph Rodgers and Miss Constance Killam in memory of their 
brother, Isaac W. Killam, will be erected during the next 

year. A museum has been included in the plans, and it is 

hoped that this building will serve as headquarters for a 

regional library in the near future; 


HALIFAX LIBRARY ASSOCIATION = The first meeting of the season 
was held in the Red Chamber, Province House, where the members 
were guests of Miss Shirley Elliott, Legislative Librarian. 
Miss Alberta Letts, Provincial Librarian, gave a brief history 
of the Association and read interesting items from early 
minutes and records. 


HALIFAX MEMORIAL LIBRARY = Miss Kathy Nichols, formerly 


Children's Librarian, James McConnell Memorial library, 
Sydney, N. S., has Joined the staff of the Children's Department 


Halifax Memorial Library. 


= * % oe e . + 


YOUNG CANADA'S BOOK WEEK 


NOVEMBER 15-22 
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THE BOOKS WE READ WHEN WE ARE YOUNG 


by Hugh MacLennan 
Patron of YCBW, 1961 


The books we read when we are young are the most important | 
books we will ever read. They reach us freshly. They enter our 
minds at a time when our minds are as open as the prairies were 
to the first settlers. They can bring the whole world to us, 
and if the world they bring is a true one, they are almost more 
valuable than school. 


In the old days the first books people read were nearly 
always good, because until a hundred years ago there were 
fewer books printed and the ones available had been written 
by good writers who sought to write stories honestly. It 
is not so now. Cheap comic books, cheap literature of every 
kind is sold to young people on the news stands for profit 
and for no other purpose. They are cheap and they are everywhere; 
they appear to be bargains. But they are not. It is no better 
a bargain to read trash at a cheap price than to eat bad food 
because it costs less than good food. What you read becomes 
a part of yourself, especially when you are young. It stays 
with you as long as you live. 


Nobody can ever measure what reading can do to a man who 
starts young enough. A hundred and thirty-nine years ago a child 
called Heinrich Schliemann was born in Germany. When he was a 
little boy he read, in translation, two of the greatest stories 
ever written, Homer's Iliad and Odyssey. Later he learned Greek, 
and could recite every verse of these great poems by heart. 

He made a fortune in business. He retired from business at the 
age of forty-one and dedicated the rest of his life to discovering 
the site of the ancient Troy. He not only discovered Troy; he 
also discovered the lost cities of Mycenae and Tiryns. He did 
more than that: he founded the science of archaeology, which has 
unearthed and described civilizations which lived and died long 
before the Trojan Wars were fought. 


Our own Gabrielle Roy, one of the finest writers Canada 
ever produced, was born as a poor girl on the Manitoba prairie. 
But her father had a collection of the works of Balzac in his 
attic, and the young Gabrielle spent hours alone with them wtil 
she had read them all. "I, too, will be a writer," she thought. 
"I, too, will see Paris one day.” 
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Not only did she become a writer and see Paris; she became the first 
writer not a citizen of France to be awarded the Prix Femina for 
services to French literature. 


But similar examples are so numerous there is no need to 
repeat them. Our first books, if they are good, are more than 
books. They are visions. Moreover, they are private visions, 
as a moving picture or a television show can not be. And for a 
simple reason. No matter how famous or great a writer may be, 
in his book he talks just. to one other person besides himself. 

He shares his story, his vision, his excitement, with just one 
other person. It makes no difference if millions read his. book. 
Each one of those millions, while reading and later while remember- 
ing, has been alone with the writer, and hé with them. 


For these reasons and for many others, I am honoured to 
be patron of Young Canada's Book Week this year. I am only 
one writer out of many others in the world, but I can say 
with all of them that if I had not read books when I was young, 
I would never have written any when I was older. Indeed I do not 
know who I would be now without books, for the good ones I read 
are as much a part of me now as my own bones and cell tissues. 





